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N.C. Wyeth

Title
Henriette in the Orchard

Medium
Oil on canvas

Date
ca. 1909-1910

Dimensions
251/8 x 30 1/8 in. (63.8 x 76.5 cm)

Accession humber
80.2.4

Credit Line
Gift of Ruth A. Yerion, 1980

Web Description

Historically, this painting has been known in the Wyeth family as "Henriette in the Orchard," thus
identifying the figure of the child as Wyeth's oldest daughter, Henriette (b.1907). The orchard was part of
the Chadds Ford farm the Wyeths rented from April 1908 through March 1911. After purchasing his own
land in 1911, Wyeth worried that four-year old Henriette’'s budding sense of place would be disrupted. He
wrote to his mother, "She had become used to the old place...she knew where the first violets appeared
(she had visited the patch up in the orchard a number of times...in great anticipation); its pathways and
byways were part of her tiny instinct. All these things were taken away from her, and she must begin over
again." Wyeth's deeply personal identification with the Chadds Ford landscape was becoming more and
more intense, and he would nurture a similar sense of place in all his children. With its impressionist
brushwork and pastel palette, the painting is part of a group of local landscape views that Wyeth executed
between 1909 and 1912.
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