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William Henry Dethlef Koerner

Title
Through Mud to Glory

Medium
Oil on canvas

Date
1914

Dimensions
14 × 25 in. (35.6 × 63.5 cm)

Accession number
86.14

Credit Line
Gift of Ruth Koerner Oliver (artist's daughter), 1986

Web Description
After a stint as a staff artist for the Chicago Tribune and other newspapers, William Henry Dethlef Koerner 
decided to further his art education first at the Art Students League and then with Howard Pyle in 
Wilmington. He undertook hundreds of magazine commissions, including this one for Good Housekeeping, 
illustrating the article “Decoration Day” by Eugene Wood in 1914. Decoration Day was first celebrated in 
1868, specifically to pay tribute to the Civil War dead. Over the years, however, the celebration has turned 
into the holiday known today as Memorial Day.


