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N.C. Wyeth

Title
The Mysterious Island, cover illustration

Medium
Oil on canvas

Date
1918

Dimensions
38 5/8 × 28 3/16 in. (98.1 × 71.6 cm)

Accession number
92.8.1

Credit Line
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. S. Hallock du Pont, Jr., 1992

Web Description
In his cover illustration for Jules Verne’s The Mysterious 

Island, N. C. Wyeth presents the daring escapade that sets the story’s adventure in motion. The five 
characters (and one dog) featured on the cover are escaped prisoners of war at the Siege of Richmond 
during the American Civil War. The group takes flight on a hydrogen-filled observation balloon. As depicted 
by Wyeth, they precariously perch on the remnant of the balloon as it is carried into darkness by a strong 
wind. The castaways finally land on the titular "Mysterious Island," which they eventually learn is the 
secret base for the legendary Captain Nemo and his submarine, the Nautilus.


