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Old Prospector
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Tempera on panel

Date
ca. 1937

Dimensions
23 7/8 x 23 3/8 in. (60.6 X 59.4 cm)

Accession humber
96.1.495
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Bequest of Carolyn Wyeth, 1996

Web Description

This model appears in one of Peter Hurd’s lithographs entitled Sheepherder. In the notes for the print, Hurd
recalls that the model is a man he met on Main Street in Roswell, New Mexico. Though Hurd could not
recollect the man’s name, he complimented the man’s patience in modeling and found it curious that the
man was not interested in the least in Hurd’s finished work. In the tempera painting, the man is
transformed into a prospector, someone in search of instant wealth, which implies a different lifestyle than
the shepherd tending his flock in the print.
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