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 George A. Weymouth, Margaret 
"Ritchie" Battle

Title
Mrs. Battle

Medium
Egg tempera on panel

Date
1991

Dimensions
42 × 46 in. (106.7 × 116.8 cm)

Accession number
2001.13

Copyright
© George A. Weymouth. Used by permission.

Credit Line
Anonymous gift, 2001

Web Description
Despite seeming like an exercise of artistic license, the actual name of the woman depicted in this portrait 
is Margaret "Ritchie" Battle. The title, combined with the powerful image of a singular woman in a Chanel 
suit against a broad dark background, creates an air of both dignity and defiance. Without depending upon 
props or narrative, the artist, George A. Weymouth, relies on a simple hand gesture and telling facial 
expression to convey a great deal about Mrs. Battle’s character. Weymouth recalled, "She is a small 
woman, and she used her hands like this all the time. People think she felt superior. I don't think so, I think 
she was always about to laugh. She had great style."


